Newsletter – April 2017
The June grass, amongst which I stood, was taller than I was,
and I wept. I had never been so close to grass before. It towered
above me and all around me, each blade tattooed with tigerskins of sunlight. It was knife-edged, dark, and a wicked green,
thick as a forest and alive with grasshoppers that chirped and
chattered and leapt through the air like monkeys.
I was lost and didn’t know where to move. A tropic heat oozed
from the ground, rank with sharp odours of roots and nettles.
Snow-clouds of elder-blossom banked in the sky, showering upon
me the fumes and flakes of their sweet and giddy suffocation.
High overhead ran frenzied larks, screaming, as though the sky
were tearing apart…
For the first time in my life I was alone in a world whose
behaviour I could neither predict nor fathom: a world of birds
that squealed, of plants that stank of insects that sprang about
without warning.
(Lee, 1959:9)
We start this newsletter with a quotation from
the poet Laurie Lee who recalled this outdoor
experience from when he was just three years
old and his family moved to a village deep in
the English countryside. This is illuminated by
a quotation from Alderson: ‘The giant forest of
grass to the child seems tame to the adults’
(Alderson, 2016:16).
Here Alderson puts
forward ‘a little reminder’ that experiences
that are so meaningful to children can be
overlooked by adults.

Dear parents and friends of Cowgate,
The first thing that has to be commented on is the
weather, how uplifting it is to have the sunshine again…it
feels like a long time…but the sun is here now. And the
bees are big this year!!!
The newsletter begins by inviting you to a parents evening
on Learning Journals; it goes on to explain our plans for the
in-service day; and gives thanks to Rowan and the children
for the flowers at the BA Childhood Practice
conference…and so on…

Learning Journals
At one of our morning briefings (7 April) we raised the topic of the
children’s Learning Journals. It was discussed that while some
parents add a broad range of comments regularly to the online site,
others add now and then and some parents not at all. There will be
many reasons for the levels of contributions.
A catalyst for our discussion was underpinned by a desire to enhance
our existing knowledge and to have you [our parents / family
members] involved with the Learning Journals in any way possible.
So…we wondered if you would like us to organise a presentation
evening on Learning Journals; where we can report and translate our
understandings of the online system. If you would like to attend a
presentation on Learning Journals what content would you like us to
prepare? And if you would not, is there anything else we can do to
support your involvement. We see this as an important space for
blue skies thinking and the creation of collaborative spaces that can
envision what might be possible whilst celebrating the recording
practices that already exist. It may be that you would like us to
consider another method – we are all ears! Let us know what suits
you.
If you are interested in a Learning Journals evening (sometime in
August) can you please email Lian lian.higgins@cowgatenur.edin.sch.uk
Thank you

The Centrality of Children as Subjective Agents in Pedagogical
Partnerships – My Story Booklets
At the same morning meeting we discussed introducing a ‘My
Story’ book. Some practitioners expressed concern that the
children have little or nothing to do with their Learning Journal, and
therefore are not having the opportunity to reflect and record their
learning. Our intention is to offer each child an additional booklet.
The ‘My Story’ book would be simultaneously nuanced with
information from home and here. The main objective of the ‘My
Story’ book would be for the children to be able to have a little
personal book that they can refer to when they choose to. During
our in-service day in May we plan to discuss the introduction of the
‘My Story’ book, so if you have any views we would be delighted to
hear them.
In-Service Day – 4 May 2017
During our in-service day in May we plan to review the year that
has passed and plan for our year ahead; the process of our
Standard Quality Improvement Plan (SQIP) begins.
In February we invited you to participate in this process. Should
you have anything else you would like to share please do let us
know. The writing up of our SQIP begins after the in-service day
and ends in June. The overall aim of our SQIP is to create rich
stimulating spaces where children grow and develop cognitively,
socially and emotionally.
On the in-service day we have also arranged a training event on
how we observe our children. Our observations should always
have three parts, observe (watch keenly), support and extend
(documenting, imagining and analysing). The support and extend
parts of observing are how we build on children’s interests,
untangle some of the complexities and subsequently build on their
learning.
And, we have also been waiting to have flooring fitted in the
hallway, so we have suggested that the in-service day may be an
ideal day to have the flooring fitted.

Music
Betty’s music classes
start back on 11 May. If
you would like your child
to go please add your
child’s name to the list.
The list is located by the
entrance door.

BA Childhood Practice Conference
2017 ‘The Revolution of Early
Childhood Practice’.
The BA Childhood Practice was, by
all accounts, a great success. One
aspect you might be interested in
was that our children presented
their own little bouquets to the
keynote speaker, Priscilla Alderson at
Moray
House,
University
of
Edinburgh.
Rachael, mother of
Rowan, (who is a florist) very kindly
came in and worked with our
children to create the bouquets.
The children, Lorcan, Lila, Fraser and
Rowan really enjoyed being in the
University, so much so we could not
get them to leave!!! So THANK YOU
to Rachael and all the children for
the beautiful bouquets. The key
note speaker was very impressed!!!

Richer Understandings
We wholeheartedly share the view that:
‘above all…we need to encourage in our children prophetic identities
based on what they might become, rather than fixed [ascribed]
identities’ (Levitas, 2010:545).
This month, the children, with their imaginative energy and willingness
to take risks have been enjoying their utopian freedom, playing with
opened materials such as the tyres and the crates. The children used
the open-ended materials to build a structure outside the tree house.
The construction was so high that the children could walk into the
tree-house from the outside!!! The idea to build the construction was
conceptualised in the first place and ultimately enacted.
Our children, as you know refuse to show any interest in anything
presented through regulation or instruction, instead they play freely,
choosing their own resources and playing with them in their own
spontaneous way. This type of play encourages human flourishing as
children learn to co-operate with one another, sharing resources,
negotiating space, exercising their agency, and so on. Human
flourishing cannot be imposed or highly regulated it is an approach
that enables imaginative agency. And, as you know we oppose the
imposition of formal instruction in abstract knowledge and skills
before their sense and usefulness can be appreciated by the child.

Emma, our musicologist, has been following the lead of our youngest
children, social participants in concert with their peers; singing and
playing their instruments. Emma has commented on their playful,
musical, and duncical imaginations. Cherishing the children’s ingenuity,
Emma said: ‘Our children love being admired and learned from…through
music the children are able to anticipate, imitate, participate, intuit,
orient and even compose meaning in rhythmic communication with their
peers’ These embodied social experiences play a central role in
developing and communicating consciousness.
We wish to assert the importance of listening to our children, and
responding to them, it is through listening that we discover and support
the human spirit.

Our Erasmus student from Germany – Andrea Vogel
You may have observed Andrea, our Erasmus student, in the centre.
Andrea has been sharing her knowledge of early years practice in
Germany with us. We have learned that in Germany the adult: child
ratios are vastly different from ours – see table below:
Adult: Child Ratios
Age of Child
Under 2
2-3
3-5

Scotland
1:3
1:5
1:8

Germany
1:6
1:8
1:16

Perhaps unsurprisingly, Andrea also informed us that in Germany early
years settings do not have an administrator (how could we cope without
June?????) and have access to a Support Service Officer for only three
hours each week.
Andrea also passed on that she thought using ipad’s for observations was
an excellent idea and that she had observed that although our
practitioners used their ipad’s frequently in the playroom when children
approach the practitioners their ipad’s go down as the practitioners
respond to the child – which was good to hear!

Scott’s Wall of Celebration
–
Calling
for
New
Understandings of the
Phenomenon of Johnston
Terrace
Please take a moment to
see how Scott has
captured the outdoor
experiences
of
our
youngest children as they
venture to our outdoor
kindergarten in Johnston
Terrace (there are some
images of a trip to Dunbar
Close too). Woven through
this ‘gallery’ you will see
the children enjoying all
four seasons of this
wonderful resource. Scott
questions contemporary
approaches that privilege
universal
psychological
measures of well-being
and, in so doing, ignore
much
wider
interpretations
and
experiences. Scott invites
you to take a close look at
the images and ‘see’ the
children
who
wholeheartedly flourish in
the holistic and agentic
outdoor
experiences
offered to the children. It
is through these holistic
spaces that learning is best
understood.

Parental Consultations
The parents of our youngest children
will be invited to consultations between
1-12 May. An appointment sheet will
soon be available for you to note a time
that suits you.

Best wishes
Lynn and the Cowgate team.

