February 2016 Newsletter
Dear parents and friends of Cowgate,
This newsletter brings news of our new team member Gosia;
welcome to Abigail Josie; news of the Riddle’s Court as a Centre
for Learning; Lynn’s Australian trip; outlast blocks; an update on
our decorations and a request for wool and Silvia has written
about children’s literature
Please know that if you want to add anything at any time please
do. The newsletter goes out every month.

Meet the Team - Gosia
Which part of Cowgate's ethos do you feel most passionate about?
It’s the children’s freedom for play, choice, speaking up, exploring
indoors and outdoors. It’s the opportunity for letting children just to
be children and being happy during their childhood

What's your favourite way to spend the weekend?
Spending time with my husband and friends somewhere
in nature, eating homemade food and doing lots of
walks

What's your top handy hint for treating
children as creative and productive people?
Letting the children ‘do’, letting them be active
and letting them use their imaginations

If you could choose any holiday destination, where would
it be and why?
I would go around the world with my husband because we
love visiting new places

What would you put in to 'Room 101'?
People who make a mess by throwing rubbish on the streets, in the
forests and on the beach. People who don’t respect other people and our
planet
What would your Desert Island Disc be?
Probably it would be Polish music so I can do a lot of singing [happy face]

What is your funniest Cowgate story?
I have just started my adventure with
Cowgate so I don’t really have any funny
stories to tell yet. I am sure I’m going to
have a lot soon and I can’t wait for it!

Riddle’s Court as a Centre for Learning
Scottish Historic buildings Trust are restoring work on Riddle’s court, a building once owned by Patrick
Geddes. We were invited to be part of the project by Russell Clegg from Scottish Historic buildings Trust.
I went on site to see this exciting project and I was delighted to agree to our children being involved.
Russell has been visiting Cowgate, working with the children, showing them pictures of the restoration and
bringing building materials for the children to explore. The project is likely to last approximately six weeks.
Next week it is hoped the children will visit the site.

Lynn – Australia

Outlast Blocks
You may remember that we were gifted a
set of outlast blocks from Community
Playthings – they are absolutely marvellous.
Community Playthings have sent us their
catalogue and I am delighted to say that
many of our children feature in it. I have
left a copy of it for you all to see in the
vestibule.

On 4 February I will be leaving the centre to first of all go to
London to present my doctoral research, and then on 6
Saturday I will be flying to Australia to share my research in
Albury, New South Wales, Canberra and Sydney. I will be
returning 7 March.
I will be using annual leave for this trip, but I have said to
June, Lian and Karen that I am contactable should they
need me to clarify an issue / concern. I know I am leaving
the centre in very good hands.

Wool
Maureen has asked if anyone has left over wool / knitting
needles. She would be very grateful for any donations.

Covers for the buggies
Please can you put a cover on your buggy if you are intending
leaving it at the nursery. Thank you.

Michelle has given birth to a baby girl –
Abigail Josie who was born on 27th January
and weighed in at a healthy 8lb 4oz. .

Teresa and Donna have been working on
clearing up the garden for Spring time.
Replacing the bark with pebbles. Lots
still to do!

Painting

Fees vouchers

The criminal justice team have now
completed the ‘big playroom’ and have
started on the middle space. In the
meantime Dave has been painting the
hall.
In March we hope to have a recycled
kitchen for the ‘big space’, we are
hoping that Oliver’s father will fit it for
us.
The feature walls in both the middle
space and the ‘big room’ will be painted
a natural green colour. Farrow and Ball
call it…Calke Green.
Once the painting is done we hope to
have the floors resanded.

If you pay all or part of your child’s fees with childcare
vouchers, it is important that you make us aware of that. If
the amount you pay by vouchers varies, we need to know
before the invoices are raised so when you get an email
with the breakdown of your child’s fees, please let us know
if the amount is wrong so that we can amend it before
invoices are raised.

Additional information for your interest
http://allofusfirst.org/library/an-equal-start-a-plan-for-equalityin-early-learning-and-care-in-scotland/

Warm wishes
Lynn and the Cowgate Team

Children’s literature and literacies
Children’s literature and literacies: reading silent picture books and picture books in a different language
The project draws on the knowledge that I have recently acquired from the Masters Degree in Children’s
Literature and Literacies at the University of Glasgow.
My studies have lead me to develop an interest in researching how children’s literature has the power to
challenge and stimulate young readers as well as to develop their literary and social skills.
I draw on the metaphor that children’s literature acts as a mirror, a window and a door for the readers (Sims
Bishop, 1997). That is to say, children’s literature enables the readers to explore their identities (mirror), see
alternative and possible worlds (window) and cross thresholds in their thinking (door).
In light of what has been said, the proposed project develops in two main sessions: Reading silent picture
books; Reading picture books in Italian.
Reading silent picture books means exploring wordless picture books with the children. These books have
no written text and as a result, they offer an endless source of learning for the children. That is to say, they
stimulate the reader to interpret the visual text by focusing on details, colours and facial expressions of the
characters; to make predictions; they stimulate imagination as every child is enabled to create his own
story; they stimulate vocabulary development as well as storytelling skills.

Overall, in my opinion, the nature of silent picture books represents a significant way for young children to
read about themselves, the others and develop an understanding of the world that stimulates them as
individuals.
The other session is reading picture books in another language which relates to the importance that is given
already to bilingualism at the Cowgate.
In particular, I will draw on my role of linguistic and cultural insider of Italian language and culture and
propose Italian picture books (read in Italian) for the project.
Drawing on the idea that language carries a culture and a vision of the world, I believe that foreign language
learning through children’s literature could take learners into an experience of otherness, or other cultural
beliefs, values and behaviours (Byram, 2008) in a safe way. That is, children’s literature read in a different
language represents a safe space for the children to reflect on their cultural and linguistic identities;
encounter multilingualism and multiculturalism; develop empathy towards diversity and expand their native
and foreign vocabularies.
Silvia Facciani

